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Proceedings of the Annual General Body Meeting of the Society for Plant Biochemistry and
Biotechnology (SPBB) held on March 06 2025, SKUAST- Jammu

The Annual General Body Meeting of the Society for Plant Biochemistry and Biotechnology
(SPBB) was held on March 06%, 2025 during the ‘National Conference on ‘Emerging
Innovations in Biochemistry and Biotechnology for Holistic Development of Agriculture’ at
SKUAST-Jammu with the following agenda items:

1. Presentation of Reports (Secretary, Treasurer and Chief Editor)
2. Others by the permission of the Chair

The meeting was initially scheduled at 06:00 PM, however it had to be postponed to 06:30 PM
due to lack of quorum. A total of 23 members attended this meeting. Dr. Ranjeet Ranjan Kumar,
EC-Member, coordinated the meeting by welcoming the Chairman, Prof. T. R. Sharma (President,
SPBB), Prof. S. L. Mehta (Past President, SPBB), Dr. R.C. Bhattacharya (Vice-President), Dr.
Aruna Tyagi (Secretary), Dr. R. Srinivasan (Chief Editor, JPBB), Dr. Archana Singh (Treasurer),
and SPBB members.

At the outset, the Chairman, Prof. T.R. Sharma welcomed the members and requested Dr. Aruna
Tyagi, Secretary (SPBB), to present the Secretary’s report. Dr. Tyagi placed on record a deep sense
of gratitude and appreciation to all the previous and present Executive members of the Society for
their continuous support in strengthening the Society.

Then, she updated the house regarding different activities executed during the period from
31.10.2023 to 05.04.2025 as given below under the umbrella of the SPBB:

1. International Conference 2023
SPBB successfully organised the International Conference on Biochemical and
Biotechnological Approaches for Crop Improvement (IBBACI) in collaboration with
ICAR-IARI, ICAR-NIPB, New Delhi, and CSIR-NBRI Lucknow at Bharat Ratna C.
Subramainam Auditorium during 30.10.2023 to 01.11.2023.

2. Annual activities (2024)

a. Training Programme:
Hands on training on basic tools of molecular biology and biotechnology to college
students of life sciences degree program” was organised by ICAR-National Institute
for Plant Biotechnology, New Delhi from 19 to 21 November 2024.

b. Workshop
Two days National Workshop on “Bioinformatics :Advancing into the world of omics”
was organised by College of Agricultural Biotechnology, Bihar Agricultural
University, Sabour, Bihar, during 30-31 December, 2024.



c¢. Hands on Training
Hands on Training on ‘Advanced Tools of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology’ was
organised by ICAR- Sugarcane Breeding Institute, Coimbatore from 20-25 January,
2025.

3. SPBB-Springer young scientist award 2025
During the National Conference on ‘Emerging Innovations in Biochemistry and
Biotechnology for Holistic Development of Agriculture’ at SKUAST-Jammu, 05
SPBB-Springer Young Scientist/scholars were selected by the expert committee and
awarded.

Furthermore, Dr. Tyagi informed the house about the following shortlisted proposals received for
the joint organisation of the SPBB Annual activities (2025-26):

1. Workshop on Functional Foods and Post-Harvest Physiology at RPCAU, Bihar

2. Hands on Training on Recombinant DNA Technologies and Bioinformatics at DDU,
Gorakhpur

3. 3rd National Skill Development Workshop in Molecular Biology Techniques at Gautam
Budhha University, Greater Noida

4. Workshop on Role of Artificial Intelligence in Advancing Food Science and Nutritional
Biochemistry” at ICAR-IARI

5. Workshop on Isolation and Characterization of Edible Oils and Importance of Blending at
ICAR-IARI, New Delhi

She also updated the house about the current status of members in SPBB, as given below:

e Life Members : 1050
e Institutional Members : 05
e Annual Members (2023) : 09

After the presentation of Dr. Tyagi, chairman then requested Dr. Archana Singh, Treasurer, SPBB
to brief and update the financial health of the society to the members. Dr. Singh welcomed the
members and presented the financial status amidst the house as per the audited annual accounts
(Year 2023-2024). She thanked all the past Treasures of the Society for transferring her a strong
and sound financial foundation to further build upon. She also thanked Dr. R. Srinivasan, Chief
Editor (JPBB) & Dr. Mamta Kapila, Executive Publisher, Springer Nature India Pvt. Ltd. for their
unstinted support for royalty.

After the presentation of Dr. Archana Singh, chairman then requested Dr. R. Srinivasan to present
the Chief Editor’s report. Dr. Srinivasan welcomed the members and briefed regarding current
status and progress of the in-house Journal (JPBB). Dr Srinivasan thanked the office bearers of the
society for their support and also acknowledged the support of editorial board members and
reviewers for their hard work in processing the manuscripts. He then apprised the members about
following points:



e At present, approximately 650-700 manuscripts are being received, out of which 55-60
finally get published. At present we publish four issues per year.

e The current Impact factor of JPBB (for the year 2023) is 1.6 and royalty received from
Springer Nature India Pvt. Ltd. for the calendar year 2023 was Rs. 11,95,210/-.

e Special Issue: Integrated omics approaches for biotic and abiotic stress tolerance in plants
is under process and will be released shortly.

In the end, he thanked all the editors, reviewers for their unstinted support and timely review of
the allotted articles. During his address, he also thanked and appreciated the sincere efforts of Dr.
Hema Ramanna, JPBB Editorial Consultant in review of the received articles. Dr. Srinivasan also
requested all the members to submit their high quality research papers in JPBB to further enhance
the visibility of JPBB.

The chairperson Prof. T. R. Sharma placed on record his sincere appreciation and thanks to the
past President Dr. S.L. Mehta for his invaluable contributions and commitments in establishing
and nurturing the society since inception. He further requested him for his continued support and
guidance in the future. He applauded and congratulated Dr. Aruna Tyagi, Dr. Archana Singh and
Dr. R. Srinivasan for their sincere and dedicated efforts in bringing greater visibility and impact
of SPBB. Besides this, he also appreciated the outstanding performance of Mr. Jitender Prateek,
Assistant Manager of the SPBB in all round secretarial work of the SPBB.

Chairperson Prof. Sharma also informed the house about the proposal received from the RPCAU,
Bihar for the orgnisation of the next national conference on the topic entitled, ‘Advances in Plant
Biochemistry & Biotechnology for Nutritional Security in the Era of Climate Change’ at
RPCAU, Bihar during 2026. The house agreed with the proposal.

Meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

(Aruna Tyagi)
Secretary, SPBB



